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CLAUDE R. BATCHELDER POST, NO. 72
ALTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03809

The Post existing under these by-laws is to be known as Claude R.
Batchelder Post No. 72, Department of N. H. American Legion.

Reversed and passed on the floor November 8, 2004 by a two-thirds vote.
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ARTICLE I

The Post existing under these by-laws is to be known as Claude R.
Batchelder Post No. 72, Department of N. H. American Legion.

The objectives of this Post are as set forth in the constitution.
ARTICLE II - MANAGEMENT

The government and management of the Post is entrusted to an
Executive Committee of 12 members, to be known as the “Executive Committee”.

The Executive Committee shall consist of 3 members in addition to

the officers of the Post. These three members shall be as follows: the immediate

Past Commander, if he desires. The two remaining, or all three if the Past Commander
should decline, are to be elected annually during the monthly meeting. All elections.
of officers and committeemen shall be by ballot and the candidates receiving the
highest number of votes shall be elected to the respective office or offices for

which they are candidates.

All vacancies existing in the Executive Committee or in any office

of the Post from any cause, other than the expiration of the term, shall be filled by

a majority vote of the remaining members of the committee. A person so appointed
shall hold office for the unexpired term of the member of the committee or officer
whom he succeeds. A vacancy shall exist when a member or officer is absent from his
post for an unexplained period, considered detrimental to the interest of the post by
the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE III - POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Post Executive Committee shall meet for organization and other

such business as may come before it at the call of the Post Commander within 10
days after the installation of the new officers. Thereafter the Post. Executive
Committee shall meet at the call of the Commander at least every month and as
often as the Commander may deem necessary. The Commander shall call a meeting
of the Executive Committee upon the written request of three or more members of
said Post; seven members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

The Post Executive Committee shall hire ... employees as may be necessary.

Such hiring is on a temporary basis, subject to approval of the Post at the next regular
meeting. The Executive Committee shall authorize and approve all expenditures; shall
provide adequate bonds for all persons having the custody of Post. funds; shall hear the
reports of Post Committee chairmen; and generally shall have charge of and be
responsible for the management of the affairs of this Post.

All Committees shall report to the membership through the E-Board.
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ARTICLE 1V MEMBERSHIP

Any person shall be eligible for membership in THE AMERICAN LEGION

who was regularly enlisted, drafted, inducted, or commissioned and who was accepted
for and assigned to active duty in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force,
Merchant Marine or Coast Guard of the United States at some

time during the period April 6, 1917 and November 11, 1918 or during

the period between December 7, 1941 and December 31, 1946 or during the

period between June 25, 1950 and January 31, 1955 or during the period

between December 22, 1961 and May 7, 197E or during the period between August 24,
1982 and July 31, 1984 or during the period between December 20, 1989 and January
31, 1990 or during the period between August 2, 1990 to date of hostilities as
determined by the UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, all dates inclusive, or who
being a citizen of the UNITED STATES at the time of his entry therein, served on
active duty in the armed forces of any Governments associated with the UNITED
STATES during any of said wars: provided, however, that such service shall have been
terminated by honorable discharge or honorable separation and such person shall have
broken his continuity of service and returned to a civilian status, or shall continue to
serve honorably after the date of cessation of such hostilities as fixed by the UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT; provided further that no person shall be entitled to
membership who, being in such service during any of said periods, refused on
conscientious, political or other grounds to subject himself to military discipline or
unqualified service.

ARTICLE V - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

“Duties of Post Commander”

It shall be the duty of the Post Commander to preside at all meetings of the

Post and to have general supervision over the business and affairs of the Post. Such
Officer shalmmm’@@ﬁ‘

orders directing the disbursement of funds and shall make an annual report covering
the business of the Post for the year and make recommendations for the ensuing year
which shall be read at the annual meeting and a copy thereof shall be immediately

forwarded to the department adjutant. He shall perform such other duties as are
directed by the Post and shall serve as ex-officio member of all committees.

“Duties of First vice Commander”

The Vice Commander shall assume and discharge the duties of the office of
Commander in the absence or disability of, or when called upon by the Post
Commander. The primary concern of the First Vice is membership.

“Duties of Second Vice Commander”

This officer’s main concern is Post activities. Please refer to current
Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies.
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“Duties of Post Adjutant” ,

The Adjutant shall have charge of and keep a full and correct record of all
proceedings of all meetings, reporting such as next regular meeting; keep such
records as the department arid national organization may require; render reports of
membership annually, or when called upon at a meeting;-and, under direction of the
Commander, handle all correspondence of the Post.

“Duties of the Finance Officer”
The Finance Officer of the Post, shall have charge of all finances and see that they are safely
deposited in some local bank, or banks, and shall, once a month, report to the Executive
Committee the condition of the finances of the Post, with such recommendations as he may
deem expedient or necessary for raising funds to carry on the activities of the Post. The
Finance Officer, Post Adjutant and the Commander shall be authorize to sign all chechs
disbursing the monies of the Post however only two signatures are needed on the checks.
The Finance Officer shall give a complete report at the regular post meetings. He shall he
provided with such surety bonds in such sum as shall be fixed by the Post Executive
Committee. Finance Officer shall prepare budget for year and present it to E Board one
month before installation. He shall submit to the post an annual fiscal statement no later than
June 30 each year. He shall have authority to pay all recurring post bills, such as utilities
(electric, gas, phone, heating oil, cablevision), insurances, taxes, and morigage.

“Duties of Post Historian”

The Post Historian shall be charged with the individual records and incidents

of the Post and Post members, and shall perform such other duties as may properly
pertain to the office as may be determined by the Post, or the Executive Committee.

“Post Chaplain”

The Post Chaplain shall be charged with the spiritual welfare of the Post

comrades and will offer divine but non-sectarian services in the event of

dedications, funerals, public functions, etc. He must adhere to such ceremonial

rituals as are recommended by the national department headquarters from time to time.

“Duties of Sergeant-At-Arms”

The Sergeant-At-Arms shall preserve order at all meetings and shall perform

such other duties as may be, from time to time, assigned to him by the Post Executive
Committee.

“Duties of Service Officer”

The duties of the Post Service Officer call for a competent and dedicated man
who has a deep interest in his fellow veterans, his post, and his community. He is
responsible for bringing to the attention of all veterans and their dependents the
rights and benefits granted them by law.
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presentation of other rituals outlined in the “Manual of Ceremonies”, such as‘bur‘ial
detail and the wearing of Legion regalia.
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